
 
 

LAS VEGAS – Spending 72 days locked up in El Salvador was not what Rob Suckol had 
in mind when he decided to take a break from his pest control company. 
 
But when your break from pest control is bounty hunting, the odds of something like that 
happening seem to go up dramatically. 
 
“After you kick your first door down and clear a house with a gun out, you’re like ‘wow, 
this is pretty exciting,’” Suckoll said. “It’s an adrenaline high.” 
 
Suckoll’s stint with bounty hunting started when a partner approached him at church and 
mentioned that he needed some help to fulfill a large bounty contract he was recently 
awarded. Suckoll decided to accompany his friend on some bounty operations, and after 
the first night he was sold. 
 
“It was so much fun that I really just lost a ton of interest in pest control,” he said. 
 
However, the fun quickly ran out when he took two of his Spanish-speaking pest 
technicians on a bounty mission to catch a child molester in El Salvador. The local Chief 
of Police ended up throwing Suckoll and his two pest technicians behind bars – along 
with three of the Chief’s own officers – over a money issue. 
 
After paying bail, Suckoll and his crew were forced to rent out a skeleton of a house for 
another 70 days on house arrest, waiting to be sent home. The experience taught him an 
important lesson. 
 
“Never take your pest control guys with you out of the country because it can kind of 
screw things up,” he said. 
 
Finally, after gaining clearance to return home, Suckoll went back to his safer and more 
lucrative business: pest control. 
 
The beginnings 
 
In March of 1994, Rob Suckoll was working for a hotel in Hawaii when he started 
conversing with an Ecolab technician servicing the same hotel. The technician got him 
intrigued with the pest control industry to the point where Suckoll ended up applying for 
a job with Ecolab. 
 
He got his chance several weeks later, and ended up working for Ecolab for three years 
until he moved back home to Seattle where he worked for Sprague Pest Control. 
 
By 1999, Suckoll was ready to start his own pest control operation. After considering 
several locations, he decided that Las Vegas presented the best opportunity. At the time, 
the city boasted a booming economy and relatively low cost of living.  
 
 



ProChem Pest Solutions 
 
The result is ProChem Pest Solutions, a three-
route operation that has emerged as one of Las 
Vegas’ premier pest control companies. 
ProChem has found success in taking on 
accounts that many other pest control companies tend to shy away from, such as 
commercial kitchens that are open 24/7. 
 
They also label themselves as “pest elimination” rather than pest control as part of their 
philosophy to fix problems, rather than band-aid them. 
 
“We may charge more than most charge,” Suckoll says. “But we’re the final call that they 
will make to get the problem fixed.” 
 
Another key to success, he adds, is bringing in teachable employees and having them take 
part in the company’s success. 
 
“I give them the leeway. I want them to treat it like it’s their own business, because really 
it is” he said. “All they can do is take care of their customers as best as they can. That’s 
really it.” 
 
The Next Chapter 
 
Suckoll is making a big sales push to keep his business strong through the recession, 
including offering large price breaks to gain new customers. He is also exploring heat 
treatments to cure bed bugs and other pest problems. He hopes to have this new service 
up and running by the new year. 
 
In the meantime, he is continuing to gain new business through customer referrals and by 
leveraging his Integrated Services Group membership. 
 
“I love the idea that I can go out to a customer or a client and can offer them nationwide 
service,” he said. “It takes me to that next level where I can compete with the Terminix’s 
and the Orkins and the Ecolabs. It gives me an opportunity to go after business that I 
would not normally be able to go after.” 
 
It appears then that hunting bugs has permanently replaced hunting people. 
 
“That was my big issue [with bounty hunting]. I was having way too much fun. Now I’m 
back and focused 100 percent on pest control again.” 
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